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Using existing Spanish and German documents and interviews with men who survived both the

Spanish Civil War and World War II, Proctor details the origins of Germany's Condor Legion, sent

by Hitler to assist Franco's forces during the Spanish Civil War. He investigates the problems

encountered by the legion in Spain, including its organization, the extent of its training, the nature of

its personnel, communications, and logistics, and the experience of operating in a foreign country as

one of three allied forces in the civil war. The author provides detailed information about the German

involvement in critical battles such as the Aragon Offensive, the Battle of Ebro, and the final assault

on Catalonia. Proctor also assesses how effectively the Luftwaffe applied the lessons it learned in

Spain to World War II and analyzes the lessons it missed.
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The author scholarly discipline arranges the complex range of events , based on authors interviews

of participants, as well as the authors meticulous study of avail documentation, orders, letters, and

records, into a highly organized academic presentation that grafts all the conflicting , confusing

information , into an uncanny comportment where the information of events proceeds in the manner

and order that each happened in real time procession.The astonishing aspect , of this gritty work is

the complete dysfunction of the command elements of both sides, that is just one of the many



factors of this gritty work that places the importance of this book beyond compare of any other

books on the SCW.The authors personable manner and knowledge concerning the events is

extraordinary.The details of various operations are defined, for instance the Guadalajara Offensive

by the Italians, was to secure a deep water port for Mussolini. It is these key details of this study that

reveal the myriad of personal, political and military interests that made the SCW difficult to

comprehend. The authors study makes this task immeasurably easier, for students of history.The

author cites all aspects of SCW, Strategy, Operations , Tactics, Guns, and Equipment, down to the

types of rifles and MGs used, and even more remarkable the information concerning the BF 109,

that then became the ME 109 and the technical as well as operational facts involved during the

early trials of this advanced fighter plane.The author provides impressive detail concerning all

events and the major campaigns such as the Republican Brunete Offensive, that include the

numbers of tanks, guns, MGs etc., and the tactical course of events that transpired, and the

unimaginable confusion thatreigned over the battlefield reducing the effectiveness of the Republican

attack that then became stalled and then stopped and reversed.The author provides incredible

detail on the composition of the Republican Forces, and the allocation of Tanks involved.

If you are a student of the Spanish Civil war, what I consider to be THE watershed moment of the

20th century, and you get into the details and beyond the usual dates and places, then this book is

a must. I am glad in the days of "digital"and the demise of the academic book, to see and read a

book like this.
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